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The Gorbachev Foundation
Health Projects

As President of the Gorbachev Foundation, Mikhail Gorbachev has chosen the treat-
ment of childhood leukemia to be the Foundation’s principal area of humanitarian and
charitable activities.  In his years as the Soviet leader, he donated substantial amounts of
money received as prizes, awards and author’s fees to finance improvements in this field.
Mrs. Gorbachev also made donations.  Important projects in this area are now being
financed through the Gorbachev Foundation.

R U S S I A

The Gorbachev Foundation Health Projects were conducted in close cooperation
with the international association Hematologists of the World – for Children, which
was set up to respond to the dramatic situation in the area of childhood leukemia in
Russia and other republics of the former Soviet Union.  Each year in Russia alone,
over 10,000 children are diagnosed with various forms of blood disease.  Since most
of them have not received proper treatment, only about 10% have survived.



The Research Institute of 
Pediatric Hematology

In the developed Western countries, the recovery
rate of children with acute leukemia has been between
60% and 80%.  In Russia it was 4%-–5 % prior to the
use of chemotherapy.  Sri Chinmoy assisted the
Research Institute of Pediatric Hematology in improv-
ing the recovery rate of children with acute leukemia
by sending large quantities of chemotherapeutics to
treat the children.  His first shipment was Vumon , a
drug to treat leukemia that was valued at US$400,000. 

A large number of beautiful hand-knit hats for
children who had lost their hair during treatment
were sent from London by Bhavani Torpy, a student
of Sri Chinmoy. She also arranged for large ship-
ments of pharmaceuticals to be sent to the
Gorbachev Foundation for the treatment of child-
hood leukemia. 

Dr. Elena Vladimirskaya, the Scientific
Director of the Research Institute of Pediatric
Hematology came to New York to see Sri
Chinmoy to seek donations of pharmaceuti-
cals for the treatment of children suffering
from blood disorders. The day after she
arrived in New York there was an unparal-
leled snow storm that brought the entire city
to a standstill. Despite the weather condi-
tions, Dr. Elena walked over an hour through
the blizzard to meet us, demonstrating how
great her love is for their children. 

To Sri Chinmoy she wrote, 

“Let us express our great respect, admiration
and deep gratitude to you for all you have done
for us. The life of our Institute has changed
totally from the moment you began to help us.
Your pupils from all around the world directed
the stream of help to our children. 

Already we have received very expensive and
very essential equipment, drugs and supplies.
But most important is your love and care,
which we are feeling constantly. You teach us to
live in a very special and daring way.”  

Dr. Elena Vladimirskaya
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The Research Institute of Pediatric Hematology

The Gorbachev Foundation Health Projects were
conducted in close cooperation with the
International Association, “Hematologists of the
World – for Children” which was set up to respond
to the dramatic situation of childhood leukemia in
Russia and other Republics of the former Soviet
Union.  Each year in Russia, over 10,000 children
are diagnosed with various forms of blood disease.
Since most of them do not receive proper treat-
ment, only about 10 % survive.

When Dr. Arthada, an Austrian student of Sri
Chinmoy was visiting the Russian children’s
leukemia hospital, the doctor giving him a
tour of the hospital, stopped in the corridor to
speak to the father of a child receiving treat-
ment there.  Tears welled up in the man's
eyes, and he started speaking so emotionally
in Russian that Dr. Arthada thought his child
had died.  Finally the Russian doctor translat-
ed, explaining that the father only was
expressing his heartfelt gratitude when he
learned that Doctor Arthada was the very
doctor who had provided the pharmaceuti-
cals that had saved his child’s life.  The
Russian doctor stated that at the time
leukemia almost always meant sure death for
children in Russia. 

Dr. Elena Vladamirskaya with children under treat-
ment for leukemia.



Within this complex is housed the
Research Institute of Pediatric
Hematology. The goal of this
establishment was to introduce
modern technologies of diagnosis
and treatment of various blood dis-
eases and tumors and the destruc-
tion of the immune system in chil-
dren. The present-day treatment of
patients with blood diseases and
tumors are impossible without
transplantation of the bone marrow.
Without this complicated and very
expensive procedure, there is no
hope of recovery in children in

Russia who need this operation.  The first modern bone marrow transplantation unit was
built in Moscow after receiving money from the Gorbachev Foundation.  The cost of the
construction was $2 million US.  The project would never have happened without the
Gorbachev Foundation, which covered half of the expenses. The personnel were trained
abroad in Europe and the United States.  Sri Chinmoy assisted in arranging for two Russian
doctors to come to Sloan-Kettering Hospital in New York City to study with Dr. O’Reilly, the
Director of Sloan-Kettering’s bone marrow transplant unit.

The Berlin Wall had just come down, and the Soviet Union was undergoing tremendous
change.  During the winter of 1990–1991, the Russian people were experiencing great
hardship.  The German people–desiring to express their gratitude for what President
Gorbachev had done for them–sought to provide humanitarian aid for Russia. Sri Chinmoy
asked his German students to supply urgently needed food for the people of Russia. 
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When Dr. Arthada, an Austrian student
of Sri Chinmoy, was visiting the Russian
children’s leukemia hospital, the doctor
giving him a tour stopped in the corridor
to speak to a man passing by. He was the
father of a child that was treated in the
hospital. Immediately the man started to
speak most emotionally in Russian with
tears in his eyes. Dr. Arthada thought the
child had died. 

Finally the Russian doctor translated
to him that this father was expressing his
heartfelt gratitude to Dr. Arthada upon
learning that he had brought the pharma-
ceuticals that saved his child’s life. At that
time leukemia was almost sure death for
children in Russia. In Western countries,
with chemotherapy, 70% of the children
can be saved.

Dr. Arthada Platzgummer



Newspaper Articles
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Excerpts from WOCHENKURIER
HEIDELBERG, Dec 12, 1991 
Under the motto “Oneness-Heart for
Russia”, a third aid action was launched by
the Sri Chinmoy Centres for people in the
dissolving Soviet Union.   In January and
August of 1991, four hundred members of
the Sri Chinmoy Centres in Germany,
Austria and Switzerland had collected and
bought over 40 tons of high-quality vegetar-
ian food and winter clothes, transported
them to Moscow, personally distributing
them to people in need.  Three large trucks
left directly from Heidelberg with over 20
tons. The journey was expected to take
10–12 days in all, in spite of preferential
treatment for aid transports at the borders,
waiting time of over 24 hours was normal.
In Russia the convoy was accompanied for
large sections of the trip by militia.  “The
most important thing is that we are bringing
our hearts," said Sri Chinmoy. The reactions
of the Soviets who received the first aid
transports proved his words to be true.
Although the material need in the Soviet
Union is great, the human concern and the
feeling of friendship and oneness, expressed
by the gifts, was deeply felt and appreciated
even more than the gifts themselves. 

Excerpts from THE NEW HAVEN
REGISTER, Oct. 8, 1995 
During President and Mrs. Gorbachev’s visit
to Wallingford, Connecticut in 1995,
President Gorbachev urged people to be
compassionate and caring. He said, “ There
is nothing more important in the world than
the health of the environment and the health
and lives of human beings,…..all of us
should think about the future, about the
health of nature and the health of children
“…Gorbachev added that the world must
unite to help impoverished children in
Russia and throughout the world.

Raisa addressed the crowd after her hus-
band’s speech. “Dear friends, I don’t have
prepared remarks. ..And I’m not on the list
of speakers, but whenever I do speak, I do it
from the heart and express my real feelings.
I know very well and I’ve seen in my life
sympathy and compassion.  That’s not a gift
everyone has.  But those of us who have the
God-given gifts of compassion and under-
stand the pain of others, those who can
express sympathy and the capabilities of
expressing it by their acts are those people
who deserve our very warm appreciation
because they do so much for the world.
Those of you who are here I thank you very
much because you want to help our chil-
dren.” President Gorbachev said that
Americans can help the trust through the
donation of food, money, medicine, medical
supplies and equipment and by keeping g
physicians and nurses who work at a
Russian hospital that treats children with
leukemia and cancer trainer to operate med-
ical equipment.












